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Tire Honorable Jared Hutlman
Califbrnia State Assembly
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 412
San Ralhcl, C)alitbrnia 9490i

Dcar Ass emblym an l-lutTman;

'thank you lbr your letter of November 19, 2009. concerning the LJ.S. Department of
Agricr.rlture's (USDA) consideration of pctitions to rcclassity the light brown apple moth
(LI3AM) as a non-quararrtine pest.

I recognize your continuing ooncem.s about this i.s.sue, and I assure you that USDA's Animal and
Plant Ilealth Inspection Scrviuo (APHIS) rcmains lirmly comnrittcd to using thc best and most
rigorous .science available in its decisionmaiking regarding LIIAM. As youinay know. in
resPonse to the petitions, APHIS assembled tluee expert teams to conduct objective, in-depth
examinations of the potential technical, ecrrnomic, and rcgulatory conscqr.renc.r of dereguiating
LBAM- The technical team considcrcd thc ovcrall merits of the petitions alrcl evaluated rhe
potcntial ecological and biological effects oFderegulaling this insccr. Thc cconomics tcam
asserssed the potential economic impact of srrch deregulation on U.S, agriculture, natural
rosourccs, and intcrnational aglicultural trad.e. while tJre regulatory tean: examincd potential
effects on State regulators and on interstate cofirmcrcc of LtsAM host crops. 'l'he teams
ultimately corrcluded that LBAM is an invasivc pcst of economic importance that poses a
significant threat to Arnerica'.s agricnlture a::d natural rcsources. They determined that t.BAM
should be classified ns a regulatcd pcst bccausc it meets internationally esrablished crireria tbr
a quarantine pest.

Pursuanl to thc rcco-mmcltdations of a pane I of scientists chosen by the National Acadcmy of
Soienoos'National Researuh Council (NRC), APHIS subscqucntly rcviscd its draft response to
the petitiorrs. For instance, we offered a more thorough economiL: analysis oI'thc damagc that
I,HAM could cause, provided d n'lore detailerd look at its potential impacts on threalened and
eudangered species, and firrthcr claritied its invasive nafure. The texi of our revisect response,
which incorporatcs thc NRC's reconlmendations, is posted at: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
planr-health/plantjest-info/lba-motMnde:r.shtml. Howcvcr, wc must cmphasize
that-although the NRC panel nray not have;agrccd with all aspects of our decision-it
detemrined that APHIS had actcd within its authority to continue classifying LBAM as a
quarantine actionablc pest.
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ln the ncar titture, API-IIS intends to publish the revised dlafl responsc ro the petitio's in thc
Federal Registcr lo sr:licit public cornment. Our otlicials will tlrin evaluatc ail commer:ts
rcccivcd during the comment period and, il'warranted, revisu. thc conclusions of the technical
rc'view- We will thcn publish the finat concllusions in thc Fcderal Register and announce
our decision on the petitions to dercgulato LBAM as a quarantine pcsi, t asrur" you that this
dccision will be lrased upon thu- bcsr suicnrifis data avaiiable to us.

Also in responsc to NRC contments, APIilS is preparing a n<ln-technical qucstion-and-answer
_d_ocument designed to advance public uuderstanding of ltre rarionale for the LtsAM program_
Ilpon conrplction, this inlbrnrarion will be posted on tttu npHIS web site.

I hope this intbrmation assure.s you that USI)A will corrtinr"rc ro r:mploy rhe best sciencc
and safbst tools available to address LBAM.

Sincerely,

fir^v
ThomaVVilsack
Secretary


